
 

POLICY DETAILS  

Introduction  A just society must be judged by how it treats those with the least power. Individuals receiving 

Medicaid-funded healthcare are often among the most vulnerable members of our 

communities: people experiencing severe mental illness, addiction, disability, poverty, or age-

related decline. These individuals frequently lack the economic and political power necessary 

to advocate for themselves.  

Publicly funded healthcare systems therefore carry a heightened responsibility. When society 

collectively funds care through programs such as Medicaid, that care must be safe, humane, 

and grounded in best clinical practice.  

However, across the United States, insufficient oversight has allowed some providers to 

operate facilities with poor living conditions, questionable medical practices, inadequate 

staffing, and environments that undermine recovery and dignity. When these institutions 

continue receiving public funds despite failing their patients, the result is not only a betrayal of 

public trust but also a profound violation of human dignity.  

Socialists must affirm a simple principle: public institutions must serve the people rather than 

extract profit from their vulnerability.  

This proposal outlines a framework for strengthening accountability and ensuring that publicly 

funded healthcare systems provide dignified and effective care.  

The Problem  Medicaid programs fund a vast network of healthcare providers, including hospitals, long-term 

care facilities, addiction treatment centers, and assisted living facilities. While many providers 

deliver high-quality care, regulatory gaps and weak enforcement mechanisms can allow unsafe 

or exploitative practices to persist.  

In many communities, facilities serving Medicaid patients operate with minimal transparency 

and limited oversight. Patients may experience unsafe environments, inconsistent treatment 

standards, and living conditions that undermine both recovery and basic human dignity.  



These problems are particularly acute in sectors such as addiction recovery, long-term mental 

health care, and assisted living facilities where patients often lack the ability to advocate for 

themselves.  

When public funds are directed toward providers that fail to meet basic standards of care, the 

consequences are severe:  

1. vulnerable individuals are exposed to unsafe environments  
2. recovery and rehabilitation become significantly more difficult  
3. public resources are wasted on ineffective or harmful services  
4. public trust in social programs erodes  

This dynamic reflects a deeper structural problem: when oversight is weak, vulnerable 

populations can be treated as costs to be minimized rather than human beings whose recovery 

and dignity matter.  

Principle  Healthcare funded through public programs must adhere to clear ethical and professional 

standards. Individuals receiving Medicaid-funded services deserve safe environments, 

evidence-based treatment, and the opportunity to recover and participate meaningfully in 

society.  

Socialists must therefore advocate for systems that guarantee:  

1. humane treatment  
2. professional standards of care  
3. transparency and accountability  
4. protection of patient dignity  

Public funding must never become a subsidy for neglect or exploitation.  

Policy 
Direction  

To uphold these principles, socialist policy should prioritize the following reforms within 
federally and state funded healthcare programs.  

Strengthened 

Oversight & 

Inspection  

Facilities receiving public healthcare funding should be subject to regular, meaningful 

inspections that evaluate:  

1. patient safety  
2. living conditions  
3. medication practices  
4. staffing levels  
5. compliance with clinical standards  

Inspections must be conducted by qualified professionals and should prioritize patient well-



being rather than minimal regulatory compliance.  

Transparent 

Reporting of 

Care Outcomes  

Facilities receiving public funding should report key indicators that reflect quality of care. These 

may include:  

1. patient safety incidents  
2. staffing ratios  
3. treatment outcomes  
4. regulatory violations  
5. patient grievance data  

Public access to this information allows communities, policymakers, and patients to make 

informed decisions and ensures that providers remain accountable to the public they serve.  

Enforcement 

Mechanisms for 

Noncompliance  

Oversight systems must include meaningful enforcement tools. When facilities fail to meet 

required standards, regulatory authorities should be able to implement escalating corrective 

actions, including:  

1. fines  
2. mandated corrective plans  
3. suspension of new admissions  
4. revocation of Medicaid funding  
5. closure of facilities when necessary  

Facilities that repeatedly fail to provide safe and humane care should not continue receiving 

public funds.  

Protecting 

Patient Dignity & 

Recovery  

Institutional environments must support recovery rather than merely contain individuals 

deemed socially inconvenient. Public policy should promote treatment environments that:  

1. prioritize recovery and rehabilitation  
2. provide meaningful therapeutic programming  
3. support reintegration into the community when possible  
4. respect patient autonomy and dignity  

Healthcare institutions must never become warehouses for people whose conditions make 

them economically unproductive.  

Eliminating 

Fraud & Misuse 

Improved oversight and transparency also help reduce fraud and waste within healthcare 

systems. Ensuring that funding goes to providers who deliver effective care protects both 



of Public Funds  patients and public resources.  

By strengthening accountability mechanisms, public healthcare programs can ensure that 

taxpayer funds are directed toward institutions that genuinely improve patient outcomes.  

Broader Social 

Impact  
Strengthening accountability in publicly funded healthcare systems has benefits that extend 

beyond individual patients.  

Effective oversight:  

1. protects vulnerable populations  
2. improves recovery outcomes  
3. reduces long-term healthcare costs  
4. strengthens public confidence in social programs  
5. reinforces the principle that public institutions exist to serve the people  

These reforms reflect a core socialist belief: collective resources must be used to advance 

human well-being rather than enable exploitation.  

    

Conclusion  A humane society does not abandon individuals when they become unable to produce 

economic value. Instead, it recognizes that dignity, care, and recovery are collective 

responsibilities.  

When public institutions fail to protect the vulnerable, the legitimacy of those institutions is 

undermined. By strengthening oversight, transparency, and accountability within publicly 

funded healthcare systems, socialists can help ensure that care funded by the public truly 

serves the public.  

Our goal is simple: a healthcare system where dignity is not conditional on productivity, and 

where the most vulnerable members of society are treated with the respect and care they 

deserve.  

  CONTACT 



 
  

Please contact me for any clarifications or requests:  

André R. Alexander  

 
Cell  : (907) 931 - 0955  

email: AKsatanic@gmail.com  
“The revolution begins in the factory and the mind alike. A people cannot become sovereign while chained to exploitation, and an 

individual cannot wield the Black Flame while accepting the chains of others.”  

  


