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Political power: Probably the single biggest thread running through the resolutions adopted at Second 
International congresses was that every major issue facing working people was inextricably tied to the 
question of political power, and the need to replace domination by capitalists and landlords with the rule of 
working people. A revolutionary transformation of the entire social order was necessary.
War and militarism: Workers need to oppose all imperialist wars, Second International resolutions asserted. 
Not an ounce of support should be extended to these ventures, they insisted. The fight against militarism and 
war, together with the entire war machine, is a key task, part of the overall working-class struggle.
Democratic rights: Resolutions adopted at international congresses stressed the centrality of political and 
democratic rights. They viewed these rights as tools in the revolutionary struggle, and pointed to why the 
working class has the biggest stake in the fight to win them.
Trade unions: Central importance was placed on unions, seeing them as the most basic organization to defend 
workers’ interests. The right to unionization needs to be defended, along with eliminating all restrictions on 
the exercise of union power.
Imperialism and colonialism: Colonial conquest and plunder of the Third World was seen as simply an 
extension of capitalist exploitation, according to the Second International’s adopted resolutions. Workers 
therefore need to actively support and champion the struggle for freedom by oppressed peoples fighting 
imperialist and colonialist domination, along with its racist justifications and rationalizations.
Immigration: The Second International’s resolution of 1907 pointed to the need to oppose all restrictions on 
the free immigration and emigration of workers, as well as to combat all forms of racist scapegoating. 
Immigrant workers should be viewed not as helpless victims but as allies and reinforcements in the struggle 
against capitalism.
Labor legislation: The fight for laws limiting working hours, regulating working conditions, banning child labor, 
mandating equal pay for equal work, and guaranteeing workers the right to organize was central to socialists 
in the Second International.
Public education and cultural advancement: As socialists recognized over a century ago, the right of public 
education is a conquest of the working class in the fight to advance society. Access to education—including 
higher education—must be available to all, free of charge.
Women’s emancipation: Multiple resolutions of the Second International addressed the oppression of 
women and how it is built into the very structure of capitalism. The fight against this oppression will play a 
central part in the overall revolutionary struggle, they pointed out.
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The Splits - 1876
1st International

The "First International", known as 
the "International Workingmen's 
Association", founded in London in 
1864 to 1876.



The Splits - 1889
2nd International     

The "Second International", founded in 
1889 after the expulsion of anarchists from 
the First International, worked until its 
subsequent dissolution in 1916. The 
Second International is the direct ancestor 
of the Socialist International, an 
international organization of mainstream 
social democratic political parties.
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The Splits - 1917
3rd International
The "Third International", known as the 
Communist International or "Comintern", 
founded by Vladimir Lenin in 1919 after the 
failure of the Second International at the start 
of World War I. The group was dissolved in 
1943 to become Cominform until 1956 and 
then 1998 the International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers' Parties. A Legacy is 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in NYC.
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The Splits - 1838
4th International

The "Fourth International", founded 
in 1938 by Leon Trotsky in opposition 
to Stalinism. Trotsky considered the 
Comintern to be irreformable and to 
have crossed over to counter-
revolution under the control of a 
bureaucratic elite in the Soviet Union.
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The Splits - Multiple
5th International

The phrase Fifth International refers to the 
efforts made by groups of socialists and 
communists to create a new workers' 
international. 
1938: Seven members of the Spanish Workers' Party of Marxist Unification.
1941: The Argentine Trotskyist Liborio Justo called it.
1965: Lyndon LaRouche after leaving the Spartacist League.
1994: Founded as the League for the Fifth International.
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The single issue thematic 
contributions

Internal Debate: 

They help to open and structure the debate 
on current issues or strategic challenges for 
the party.



The single issue thematic 
contributions

Democratic Participation: 

They are an expression of the internal 
democracy of the Social Democrats of 
America, allowing different members to 
make their voices heard and contribute to 
the development of the party's policies.



The single issue thematic 
contributions

Congress Preparation: 

Before Social Democratic Socialist 
congresses, thematic contributions play an 
important role in preparing the discussions 
and orientations to be adopted. They can 
influence the motions that will be presented 
at these congresses.



The single issue thematic 
contributions

Multidisciplinarity: 

They cover a wide range of topics such as 
the economy, education, health, 
environment, international relations, etc.



The single issue thematic 
contributions

Innovation and Reflection: 

They are often a place of innovation and in-
depth reflection, allowing the party to adopt 
more elaborate and nuanced positions.
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Social Democrats of America
Candidates running for office positions can 
use the logo after 3 years of membership
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When will be the next 
congress?



How to get involved?

contributions_conglvii
@group.socialists.us
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